H O W T O U S E T H E L A W N W AT E R I N G G U I D E
Step 1. Determine what type of lawn you have.
• Warm-season grasses include hybrid bermudagrass, common bermudagrass, zoysiagrass, St. Augustinegrass, and kikuyugrass. Dichondra is a broadleaf groundcover with water requirements similar to those of warm-season turfgrass.
• Cool-season grasses include tall fescue, Kentucky bluegrass, annual and perennial ryegrass, and bentgrass.
Step 2. Determine the output of your sprinklers.
• Set out six or more straight-sided containers of the same type, spaced evenly on your lawn. Empty tuna cans, cat food cans, or coffee mugs work well. Run the sprinklers for 20 minutes and use a ruler to measure (in inches) the depth of water in each can. To determine the average depth of water applied to the lawn, total the water depths for all of the containers and divide the total amount by the number of containers you used.
• Multiply the average depth by three to determine how many inches of water your sprinkler system applies per hour.
• Locate your geographic region on the map in this publication and then find the table that matches that region. Identify your predominant lawn type (warm-season or cool-season) and the current month on the table, and match that information to the sprinkler output that you calculated in Step 2. The resulting value is the total number of minutes that you should run your sprinklers per week to provide adequate irrigation for your lawn during the current month.
• Deeper, less frequent irrigations are best for most lawns as they promote deep root growth. If you notice excessive runoff or brown spots in the lawn with once-a-week watering, however, or if your controller can't accommodate such large blocks of time, divide the total minutes per week by 2, 3, or 4 and spread the weekly water application over the week. Desert areas, slopes, or areas with shallow soils usually need several shorter watering times instead of a single weekly irrigation. Cool-season grasses have shallow roots, and often require more frequent irrigations that warm-season grasses.
• If brown spots continue to occur despite more frequent irrigations, you may need to check your sprinkler system' s coverage for uniformity. Look for and replace broken, clogged, or malfunctioning sprinkler heads that deprive lawn areas of sufficient water. After you upgrade, repair, or significantly change your system, your will need to repeat Steps 2 and 3 to make sure you're applying the right amount of water each week.
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